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2.7 Molded Case Circuit Breakers

Handle Mechanisms

Through-the-Door Handle 
Mechanisms
Eaton’s through-the-door 
handle mechanisms mount 
on the front of an enclosure 
or cabinet door and externally 
operate the circuit breaker via 
a variable depth shaft or a 
linear operator (Type MC). 
Each rotary type handle 
mechanism includes a 
handle, base operating 
mechanism and shaft that 
can be cut to various lengths.

Series C Rotary and Universal 
Rotary handle mechanisms 
are for use with molded case 
circuit breakers (G, F, J, K, L, 
MDL), molded case switches 
and motor circuit protectors. 

Type 4/4X handles are similar 
to standard handles except 
they include an internal 
neoprene gasket. Type 4/4X 
handle style number is 
6648C22G03. Due to 
gasketing effect between 
the handle and the housing, 
the handle may not indicate 
a tripped position.

Universal Rotary F-Frame

Direct (Close-Coupled) Handle 
Mechanisms
Direct (close-coupled) handle 
mechanisms mount directly 
to the circuit breaker. They are 
used in shallow enclosures 
where the standard variable 
depth Through-the-door type 
mechanism is not practical 
or cannot be used. They are 
typically for applications 
where high volume, 
standardized enclosures
are being fabricated.

The Euro IEC Direct handle 
mechanism can be used on 
F- through R-Frames. 

The G Direct is available with 
a black or the yellow handle, 
and with or without a shroud. 
It is suitable for use with 
NEMA 1 enclosures. It is for 
use only with the G-Frame 
(GD, GC, GHC, GMCP).

An escutcheon ring and 
interlock clip are provided as 
standard. The standard design 
includes a lock-off feature.

Flange-Mounted Handle 
Mechanisms
Flange-mounted handle 
mechanisms mount on the 
flange of an enclosure door. 
The Flex Shaft is an extra 
heavy-duty mechanism that 
includes a flexible shaft in 
various lengths, 3 feet (0.9m) 
through 10 feet (3m) for use 
with various size enclosures.

The Flex Shaft handle will 
accept up to three padlock 
shackles, each with a 
maximum diameter of 
3/8-inch (9.5 mm). Can be 
used with NEMA 1, 3R and 
12 fabricated enclosures. An 
optional handle is available for 
Flex Shaft that is suitable for 
use with NEMA 4 and 4X 
environments. Flex Shaft 
comes preset from the 
factory, requiring only minor 
field adjustments on 
installation, which takes 
about 10 minutes—a 
significant time savings 
compared to installation of 
other types of flange handle 
mechanisms. The Flex Shaft 
mechanism also takes up less 
interior enclosure space than 
competitive designs and the 
handle fits standard flange 
cutouts. Flex Shaft handle 
can be remotely mounted 
from breaker, where an 
operator can use it by 
“funneling” the cable 
through conduit.

The Type C371 circuit breaker 
operating mechanisms are 
designed for installation in 
control enclosures where 
main or branch circuit 
protective devices are 
required. All circuit breaker 
mechanisms are suitable for 
right-hand mounting.

Auxiliary contacts are not 
available for mounting on 
operating mechanisms. 
Where required, have them 
installed in circuit breaker.

Handle Extension
Handle extension is not 
included with J, K, L, M and 
N-Frame breakers. It must be 
purchased separately. 

Standards and Certifications
Type C371 is UL Listed under 
File E62635.

Flex Shaft is UL Listed under 
File E64983 and meets 
CSA requirements.

Series C Rotary and Universal 
Rotary, are UL Listed and 
meet CSA requirements. 
Universal Rotary also meets 
IEC 60947-1 and IEC 60947-2 
for international compliance. 
Rotary UL File Number is 
E64983.

The Universal Direct handle 
mechanism is UL 489 Listed, 
IEC 60947-1 and IEC 60947-2, 
and meets CSA requirements. 
The Euro IEC Direct handle 
mechanism is IEC-240-1. G 
Direct is UL Listed and meets 
CSA requirements.




